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other Dutch ship, with the Admiral on board, kept at a distance and ex-
changed fire with the Arabs at long range. When night fell both the
Dutch ships and the smaller craft sailed away, pursued by the Arabs,1
Neither the Admiral nor the Dutch had any reason to be proud of the part
they had played in this engagement, but there was more excuse for the
Admiral than there was for the Dutch, for he had never been at sea before.

Later in the month the Admiral quarrelled with the Dutch, and placed
armed guards on their ships. Meanwhile, the Huwala Arabs and the
mutineers roved and raided where they pleased in the Gulf; in November,
they appeared off Cong, and in the following month they made a further
attempt to take Bahrain.

When Nadir heard of the mutiny and the Huwala revolt, he sent orders
for 6,000 men to be collected ana 15,000 tomans to be raised, and en-
deavoured to purchase more vessels at Surat; he is said to have ordered
no less than eleven ships from there in 1741* ; one of these new ships
arrived from Surat in May, 1741. Meanwhile, the Arabs had, as usual,
fallen out amongst themselves, and some of them had opened negotiations
with the Government authorities. There was thus a definite improvement
in the situation in the Gulf.

In the summer of 1741, Nadir evolved and speedily sought to put into
execution a new project, namely, the building of his own warships at
Bushire. In the absence of definite information, one can only conjecture
what Nadir's reasons were for taking this decision* It is probable that
his primary aim was to make Persia self-sufficing as regards shipbuilding ;
his love of independence and absolute authority must have rendered it
irksome to him to be beholden to the East India Company, which, besides
expecting cash for each vessel supplied, generally demanded, as an addi-
tional quid pro quo, the grant of some new privilege or the restoration of
some former one. In the second place, he may have imagined that, by
using his own labour and materials, he would be able to obtain his ships
at a much lower cost than he could by purchase ; Surat ships, as has already
been stated, were very expensive** Unfortunately for himself, Nadir,
when formulating this scheme, did not take into account the enormous
difficulties that would be met with as soon as endeavours were made to
put it into practice.

1 An English gunner who was on board a Persian ketch witnessed this engagement (though
his vessel does not appear to have taken part in the fighting); on his return to Gombroon,
he made a full report to the Agent of what had occurred (see Saldanha's Sections from
State Papers, p. 55 and the Gombroon Diary, i2th/23rd October, 1740*

1 See H. Dodwell's reference, in A Calendar of tht Madras Records, 1740-1744 (Madras, 1917),
p. 235, to a letter from Stephen Law, at Bombay, to Fort St George, dated gth Dec., 1741.

* Furthermore, it is possible that Nadir majr have felt that there would be mope control ovw
the disbursement of public funds at Bushire than at Snrat; shortly before this time, accord-

to Muhammad Ka^ka (K.N.r p. 370}, the Persian agents at Surat had misappropriated

oitted the

8,000 tomans that had been remitted there for the purchase of a ship.